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• Timetables available from 31st January at www.independentcolleges.ie
• F7 course now includes separate Question Based Revision Days – see page 4 for further details

Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA)
June 2012 Examinations

Pictured left to right are prizewinners Gillian O’Shea Paper F8 1st in Ireland, June 2011 Exams and 3rd in Ireland, Paper F4 June 2010 ACCA Exams
and Martin Moriarty (Independent Colleges, Cork) Paper P5 2nd in Ireland, June 2010 Exams, Paper P7 1st in Ireland and 2nd Placed Affiliate in Ireland.

P6 Re-Takers
course

For more information contactacca@independentcolleges.ieor call 01 635 5813



ACCA Lecturers and Subjects
Paper	 Dublin (P/T)	 Cork (P/T)	 Dublin (F/T)

F1 Accountant in Business	 Patrick Carrie	 –	 –

F2 Management Accounting	 Sandra Gleeson	 –	 –

F3 Financial Accounting	 Sandra Gleeson	 –	 –

F4 Corporate and Business Law	 Gary Fitzgerald	 –	 Gary Fitzgerald

F5 Performance Management	 Mick Bristow	 –	 Michael Donnelly

F6 Taxation	 Mel Kilkenny	 Mel Kilkenny	 Mel Kilkenny

F7 Financial Reporting	 Dave O’Donoghue	 Sandra Gleeson	 Michael Donnelly

F8 Audit and Assurance	 Dave O’Donoghue	 Aidan Harty	 Michael Donnelly

F9 Financial Management	 Michael Bristow	 Graham Crowley	 Michelle Hourican

P1 Governance, Risk and Ethics	 Shane O’Grady	 Shane O’Grady	 Shane O’Grady

P2 Corporate Reporting	 Liam Doran	 Liam Doran	 Sandra Gleeson

P3 Business Analysis	 Shane O’Grady	 Graham Crowley	 Michelle Hourican

P4 Advanced Financial Management	 Liam Doran	 Graham Crowley	 Liam Doran/Brian Lynch

P5 Advanced Performance Management	 Mick Bristow	 Mick Bristow	 Mick Bristow /Brian Lynch

P6 Advanced Taxation	 Mel Kilkenny	 Mel Kilkenny	 Mel Kilkenny/Joe Murphy

P7 Advanced Audit and Assurance	 Dave O’Donoghue	 Michael Donnelly	 Dave O’Donoghue/Lisa Sheeran

Independent Colleges reserves the right to change any details in this brochure



The School of Professional Accountancy at Independent 
Colleges has been awarded the ACCA Platinum Approved 
Learning Partner status, which is the highest academic 
teaching status awarded by the professional body. The 
school has achieved over 43 placings in Ireland, in the last 
five examination sittings, including two first in the world 
prize winners, and has received an overwhelming response 
from the ACCA student community since its inception in 
February 2008.

The School of Professional Accountancy

Why study ACCA at Independent Colleges?

Garret Doyle
CEO of Independent College Dublin

The School offers ACCA part-time courses in Dublin and Cork venues. The School also offers full-time 
courses in Dublin.

Independent Colleges is a recognised educational institution in preparing students to sit the ACCA and 
other professional accountancy examinations.

* �Question Based Assessments
Students are given questions/assignments at the end of each session for self assessments. These questions/assignments are corrected and given back to students 
with constructive feedback. This learning style will improve understanding of each topic and give an opportunity to practice the topics regularly.

3Platinum Approved Tuition Provider
3State of the art lecturing facilities
3ACCA Platinum Approved Materials
3�City centre locations with easy access to all modes 

of transportation
3Qualified and experienced lecturers
3Extensive lectures/contact hours
3�Structured delivery of the course helps maximise probability 

of passing each examinations
3Thorough coverage of topics covered on ACCA syllabus
3Ongoing Question Based Assessments*

3Licensed CBE Centre 
3�Extensive use of practice questions including past exam 

questions
3Easy access to lecturers
3�Exam focused lecture notes
3Modern library and study facilities
3Revision 
3Mock exams
3Canteen facilities
3Subsidised car park facility
3Class sizes capped
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Providing examination-focused tuition
Independent Colleges

How to Register Part-Time
You can register online at www.independentcolleges.ie or
by post by sending a completed Application Form (enclosed) to:

The School of Professional Accountancy,
Independent Colleges,
60–63 Dawson Street, Dublin 2.

Alternatively, you can register in person by attending one of
our registration evenings on 14th or 15th February between 
5.00 p.m. and 7.00 p.m. at 60–63 Dawson Street, Dublin 2.

Cork open evening: Friday, 17th February, 5.30p.m. to 7.00p.m. 
Gresham Metropole Hotel, MacCurtain St, Cork.

How to Register Full-Time
EU Applicants: Contact Ripu Bevins
Email: acca@independentcolleges.ie
Telephone: 01 635 5813
Non-EU Applicants: Contact Brendan Gainey
Email: brendan.gainey@independentcolleges.ie
Telephone: 01 675 5058

Our highly experienced lecturing team are exceptional 
communicators who will provide students with the 
examination tips to help them to successfully negotiate 
the ACCA examinations.

The F7 QBR will focus on exam questions. One day will 
be half way through the course and the second at the 
end of the course. Details on website.

Students are provided with extensive complimentary 
study materials and notes throughout the course.
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(Pictured left to right): Shane O’Grady Independent Colleges, Sinead Grogan 2nd Placed Affiliate in Ireland, 
Deirdre Burke P5 3rd in Ireland and 1st Placed Affiliate in Ireland, Dave O’Donoghue Independent Colleges.
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ACCA (the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants) is the global body for professional
accountants, aims to offer business-relevant, first-choice qualifications to people of application, 
ability and ambition around the world who seek a rewarding career in accountancy, finance and 
management.

www.independentcolleges.ie

Why ACCA?

ACCA qualification is designed to provide the 
accounting knowledge, skills and professional 
values which will deliver finance professionals 
who are capable of building successful careers 
across all sectors.

In order to qualify as an ACCA member, you will need to 
complete:
•	14 exams (nine of which are eligible for exemption)
• 	�Relevant practical experience, with a minimum of three 

years
•	A Professional Ethics module.

Entry requirements
ACCA offers various entry points on to the Qualification,
depending on your previous academic qualifications.

•	Minimum entry requirements
Two A Levels and three GCSEs or equivalent in five separate
subjects, including English and Mathematics.

•	�If you do not meet the minimum entry requirements 
to start the ACCA Qualification, then you will need to 
apply for Foundations in Accountancy and take some 
or all of these awards before continuing with the ACCA 
Qualification. If you complete the Diploma in Accounting 
and Business you will be able to transfer over to the ACCA 
Qualification, claim exemption from F1, F2 and F3 and 
continue your studies from F4 onwards. 

•	Graduate-entry route
Relevant degree holders from ACCA-accredited institutions 
may be exempted from all nine exams within the 
Fundamentals level and register directly at the Professional 
level. Degrees with some relevance may also qualify for 
exemptions.

ACCA Exam Entry Process: 
•	Year round online exam entry
•	� Differential pricing – giving students who enter for their exams 

early and online the opportunity to save money
•	� The introduction of easy to remember key dates for early, 

standard and late exam entry periods 
•	� The choice of  entering  for the current or the upcoming exam 

session
•	� A new exam timetable for the ACCA Qualification exams

The key changes to the exam entry process are the addition of an 
early exam entry period to the standard and late exam entry periods 
which already exist and combined initial application with exam entry 
for students who apply online.

These changes and new dates will impact on when potential 
students should submit their initial application to ACCA. Students 
can now choose to submit an initial application at any time. However 
their application must be received in plenty of time for ACCA to 
process it in respect of their chosen exam entry period. ACCA’s 
guideline is that initial applications should be received at least 20 
days in advance of the published exam entry period closing dates. 
The dates are as follows and will be introduced from the beginning 
of July 2011.
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Key Dates
Exam entry period	 Closing Date

	 Early	 Standard	 Late
June session	 8th March	 8th April	 8th May
December session	 8th September	 8th October	 8th November

Please note: 
• �The early exam entry period only applies to students entering for 

exams online or submitting a fully online initial application
•	� Discounted exam fees will be available in the early exam entry period
• �The new dates only apply to entries for paper-based exams held in 

June and December and not CBEs



Lectures are delivered by a team with vast experience and unrelenting examination focus.

Our Lecturing Team

Dave O’Donoghue
FCCA, MSc, DipIFR

Dave is the Joint Head of the 
School of Professional Accountancy 
at Independent Colleges. He was 
previously the Course Director 
of Professional Accountancy at 
Griffith College. He has lectured 
on ACCA auditing and financial 
accounting subjects since 1997.

Shane O’Grady
BSc

Shane is a full-time Senior Lecturer with 
Independent Colleges in the areas of Ethics, 
Corporate Governance and Strategy. Prior to 
joining Independent Colleges, Shane was a 
member of the Enterprise Risk Services team 
in Deloitte. Shane has lectured on ACA, ACCA, 
CPA and IATI courses for the past number of 
years and he has developed an outstanding 
reputation due in no small part to his 
approachability and focus on examinations.

Liam Doran
FCCA, FCPA, MBS (Finance)

Liam is the Joint Head of the 
School of Professional Accountancy 
at Independent Colleges. He was 
previously a senior lecturer with 
Griffith College specialising in the 
areas of Financial Accounting and 
Financial Management for ACCA, 
CPA, CIMA and ACA. He is an 
immensely confident and popular 
lecturer.

Michael Bristow
BSc, (Mgmt), Grad Dip, ACCA

Michael is a Senior Lecturer in the area of 
Management Accounting and Performance 
Management. He has extensive experience in 
the area of Management Accounting. He has 
lectured on both ACCA and CPA courses and 
worked in both senior Management Accounting 
and Analyst roles. Michael is an ACCA qualified 
lecturer and received a number of placings 
during the course of his own examinations 
including a remarkable 1st in the world placing 
on paper 3.3, Performance Management.

Sandra Gleeson
FCCA, Dip IFRS, IATI

Sandra is a Senior Lecturer 
with Independent Colleges and 
specialises in Financial Accounting 
and Management Accounting. 
She has lectured to ACCA, CPA, 
IATI, CIMA and ACA students 
since 2002’. Sandra has an exam 
focused teaching approach and 
an ability to simplify the more 
difficult areas of the subject.

Michael Donnelly
FCCA

Michael has been lecturing accountancy 
students since 1998 on ACCA and other 
accounting course. Michael has also lectured 
for state bodies and other training firms. He 
has acted in positions of financial controller 
and director in retail, construction and 
property development companies since 
1996.
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Our Lecturing Team

Mel Kilkenny
BComm FCA AITI

Mel has been lecturing ACCA taxation
subjects since 1992. Students find Mel
very exam focused, approachable and
entertaining. Mel is the author of textbooks 
and revision kits for P6 and F6 (Kilkenny Tax 
Publications); these books are used by many 
colleges throughout the country. He spent a 
number of years as examiner for the Institute 
of Chartered Accountants in Ireland and also 
for the Irish Taxation Institute.

Michelle Hourican
FCCA, MSc

Michelle is a daytime lecturer with Independent 
Colleges specialising in Business Strategy Financial 
Management. Michelle has worked with a diverse 
range of clients from multi-national firms to the 
public sector. She has experience in the areas of 
Strategic Planing and Implementation, Business 
Process, Re-Design, Change Management and IT. 
She is a member of the ACCA Leinster Network 
and has presented CPD lecturers. She has had the 
privilege of presenting an intensive ACCA revision 
course to final year students in three locations in 
China.

Gary Fitzgerald
Barrister at Law, BA

Gary has been lecturing on the F4 course 
since the introduction of the new syllabus in 
December 2007. He is a practising barrister 
specialising in Planning and Environmental 
Law. He also lectures Contract Law and EU 
Law to law students. His practical experience, 
confident lecturing style and exam focused 
classes make him very successful at 
explaining legal concepts to non-law 
students. Gary is a graduate of University 
College Cork and King’s Inns, winning the 
Antonia O’Callaghan award for Oratory and 
Constitutional Law.

Paddy Carrie
BA, MBS, ACCA

Patrick is a qualified ACCA accountant 
with 10 years experience in a demanding 
financial services environment. His expertise 
is in financial analysis and planning, 
financial reporting, business strategy, 
computer programming, systems design 
and improvement, international project 
management and client relationship 
management.

Patrick Mulcahy
BA. MAcc, ACA, AITI

Patrick is a part-time lecturer with 
Independent Colleges in the area of 
Taxation and Financial Reporting for ACCA 
and CPA. Patrick trained in taxation in 
KPMG and has also worked in industry. 
Patrick brings a practical exam focused 
approach to the classroom.

Graham Crowley
BSc, ACMA

Graham currently works as a Management
Accountant with the Musgrave Group. He has
held a number of Management Accounting,
Financial Accounting and Financial Analysis
roles within Musgrave. Prior to joining
Musgrave he worked as an Analyst with
Fidelity Investments in Boston, USA. Graham
is a CIMA qualified Accountant and received
a number of placing during the course of his
own exams including two 1st places, two
2nd places and three 3rd places in Ireland.
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Teaching and Learning Support
1. �Each student is provided with the most up-to-date manuals which cover all of the key concepts.
2. �Our tailored course notes are the ideal companion piece to weekly lectures and present the course material in an easily digestible 

form.
3. �Provision of this material in print form allows students to concentrate on the lectures as a result of being freed from the distraction 

of excessive note taking.
4. �Students have an opportunity to attempt questions from past examination papers, and have them corrected by the lecturers who 

will provide the class with general feedback on performance Students will also receive a copy of their questions with personalised 
feedback.

5. �All courses are designed with one thing in mind, the ACCA examinations and ensuring students success.

Exam-Focused Lectures
1. �Specifically designed for the needs of ACCA students.
2. �Lecturers focus on explaining the key principles and 

fundamental issues contained in the syllabi of each of the 
subjects as prescribed by the Association of Chartered 
Certified Accountants (ACCA) in a straightforward and 
uncomplicated way.

3. �All lectures are examination-orientated. Each class includes 
consideration of the key concepts and practical advice on 
how those principles can be applied to the examination 
papers.

State-of-the-art Lecture Facilities
With full air-conditioning, wireless high speed internet 
networking and the latest presentations and video-conferencing 
facilities, Independent Colleges is an ideal teaching and learning 
environment designed with the needs of the professional student 
in mind.

Fully Equipped on-Campus 
Library
The college has its own library on campus. The Joshua Dawson 
Library supports the courses by providing students with a 

comfortable, quiet environment in which to study and prepare for examinations. A large study room is  connected to the library for 
the busy times surrounding examinations.  Library Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-9m, Saturday 12-6pm, Sundays extended opening hours 
during examination weeks.

Why Choose Independent Colleges?
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What our students say
‘Independent Colleges is central and very easy to get to after work. The lecturers are fantastic and are great 
at breaking the subject down to an understandable level which is easy to remember in the exam! The revision 
courses are held at the right time and I liked how they focused on answering the exam questions which made 
a huge difference when it actually came to doing the exam.’ - Aisling Kavanagh, Dublin Student and 1st Worldwide 
Prizewinner, Paper P1 June 2009 Exams

‘I would like to thank the lecturers and staff for all help and support before and during the course. The quality of the lectures 
was excellent. Lecturers always encouraged questions and took the time out to mark both course and extra course work, making 
a difficult subject accessible. One of the few lectures I have had that has brought learning and ACCA exam preparation alive and 
practical. A big thanks.’ - Kirk Houghton, ACCA Student

‘The lecturers are very professional and approachable. They responded to student queries promptly. All the topics of the subject 
were covered in detail. The college is perfect and I will come back again to complete my qualification.’ - Y Yang, F8 student

‘A college that’s never boring with entertaining lecturers and easily accessible facilities to aid students in 
every possible way - a very positive learning environment.’ - Tom Willow, Dublin student and 2nd in Ireland in F7 
from December 2010 Examinations

‘I have gone to Independent Colleges for three of my final Professional Level ACCA exams. I have passed each of 
these first time. I have found each lecturer competent and very approachable. I have not been afraid to raise any 
questions I may have had either during classes or alternatively after class. I also found that each lecturer uses 
real life examples when teaching the material. This makes classes both interesting and also makes the material 
easier to understand. There is a feeling as well that lecturers and the college in general are very flexible and 
listen to any feedback which students may bring to their attention. Overall, I am very satisfied with Independent 

Colleges as an ACCA Education provider.’ - Michelle Scott, Cork Student, overall third placed trainee professional in Ireland and Joint 2nd in 
Ireland, Paper P5, December 2010 Examinations and 1st Worldwide Prizewinner in P2 December 2009 ACCA Examinations
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Frequently Asked Questions
How do I become ACCA qualified?
To qualify as an ACCA member, you will need to complete:
• 14 exams (nine are eligible for exemption)
• �Relevant practical experience, with a minimum of three years
• A Professional Ethics module

Exams
The ACCA exams are divided into two levels; Fundamentals and 
Professional

1. Fundamentals Level
Knowledge Module:
F1 Accountant in Business
F2 Management Accounting
F3 Financial Accounting

Skills Module
F4 Corporate and Business Law
F5 Performance Management
F6 Taxation
F7 Financial Reporting
F8 Audit and Assurance
F9 Financial Management

2. Professional Level
Essentials Module
P1 Governance, Risk & Ethics
P2 Corporate Reporting
P3 Business Analysis

Options Module (2 papers only)
P4 Advanced Financial management
P5 Advanced Performance Management
P6 Advanced Taxation
P7 Advanced Audit and Assurance

Ethics
Students are required to complete an online ethics module. It is 
compulsory for students who joined ACCA from 1st January 2007 

onwards and recommended for all other students. ACCA will 
advise all students how to complete this module, which should 
normally be done when studying paper P1 Governance, Risk and 
Ethics in the Essentials Module.

Experience
You must have 3 years relevant practical experience, which can 
be obtained before, during or after your exams. This is known 
as the Practical Experience Requirement (PER). You will be 
asked to provide ACCA with an online annual return to show the 
experience you have achieved during the preceding year. If you 
have completed your Exams and Ethics module, but not your 
Experience requirements, you are known as an ACCA Affiliate. 
Once you have completed all three elements, you can apply to 
ACCA for full membership and have ‘ACCA’ after your name.

Journey to ACCA Qualification
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Pictured left to right: Anna Pluta Paper P2 1st in Ireland and 2nd in 
the world, June 2009 exams and Aisling Kavanagh Paper P1 1st in the 
world, June 2009 exams. 



Journey to ACCA Qualification

	 Fundamentals Level (9 papers)
	 Knowledge Module

1	 F1 Accountant in Business

2	 F2 Management Accounting

3	 F3 Financial Accounting

	 Skills Module

4	 F4 Corporate and Business Law

5	 F5 Performance Management

6	 F6 Taxation

7	 F7 Financial Reporting

8	 F8 Audit and Assurance

9	 F9 Financial Management

	 Professional Level (5 papers)
	 Essential Module (All 3 papers)

10	 P1 Governance, Risk & Ethics

11	 P2 Corporate Reporting

12	 P3 Business Analysis

	 Options Module (2 papers only)

13	 P4 Advanced Financial management

14	 P5 Advanced Performance Management

15	 P6 Advanced Taxation

16	 P7 Advanced Audit and Assurance

Can I start the ACCA qualification?
The ACCA qualification is open to everyone, although 
your starting point may be different depending on your 
previous school leaving and/or third level undergraduate 
qualifications.

Minimum Entry Requirements: Irish Leaving Certificate in 
at least five separate subjects (including Mathematics & 
English) with at least 3 subjects at Higher Level (Grade C 
or above).

Students who do not meet the minimum entry 
requirements can join the Foundations in Accountancy 
(FIA) suite of awards and progress to ACCA.

How can I find out if I have any exemptions?
If you have a degree in Accountancy, Finance or Business, 
you may be eligible for up to 9 exemptions from the 
fundamental level. Detailed information on exemptions is 
available on the ACCA website www.accaglobal.com

How and when do I register as an ACCA 
student?
You must register as an ACCA student if you wish to 
sit your exams and become ACCA qualified. Students 
can now choose to submit an initial application at any 
time, online at accaglobal.com/applynow. However your 
application must be received in plenty of time for ACCA 
to process it in respect of your chosen exam entry period. 
The ACCA guideline is that initial applications should be 
received at least 20 days in advance of the published 
exam entry period closing dates.
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Tax Relief
All ACCA fees paid are eligible for tax relief at the 
rate of 20%. This is a benefit especially to the students 
paying fees on their own.

Individual Attention to 
the Needs of Students 

Our goal is to combine a student-friendly and interactive 
learning environment with the talents 
of an outstanding academic faculty. We will give 
our students every support needed to enjoy a rich 
and thorough educational experience.

ACCA Course Fees

	 Main Course*	 Revision Course

F1–F3	 E350	 E199

F4–F9	 E750	 E315

P1–P7	 E875	 E375

Why Choose Independent Colleges?

Gillian O’Shea Paper F8 1st in Ireland, June 2011 Exams
and 3rd in Ireland, Paper F4 June 2010 Exams

*Main course fee includes 
revision course
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Independent College Dublin is located at
60–63 Dawson Street, Dublin 2.

This city centre location is ideally situated within
a few minute’s walking distance from Grafton Street
and St Stephen’s Green.

In addition, Independent Colleges has negotiated a 
special rate with Q-Park at St. Stephen’s Green/Royal 
College of Surgeon’s Car Park - E2 maximum per 
evening and E5 maximum per day. Further details 
on how to avail of the rate will be provided upon 
registration. 

Location
To be eligible to sit ACCA examinations,
you must register with ACCA directly at 
www.accaglobal.com

Contact details for the ACCA:
ACCA IRELAND
9 Leeson Park, Dublin 6.
Telephone 01 498 8900
Fax 01 4963615
info@ie.accaglobal.com
www.accaglobal.com/ireland
ACCA Connect
2 Central Quay, 89 Hydepark Street,
Glasgow, United Kingdom, G3 8BW.
Telephone +44 141 582 2000
Fax +44 141 582 2222
students@accaglobal.com
If you would like to speak directly to one of our Heads of 
School about a course, please feel free to contact:
Liam Doran
liam.doran@independentcolleges.ie
Landline 01 672 5058
Mobile 086 043 6259
Dave O’Donoghue
dave.odonoghue@independentcolleges.ie
Landline 01 672 5058
Mobile 086 043 6231
Or please contact the Programme Co-ordinators
Gretchen De Búrca
gretchen.deburca@independentcolleges.ie
Telephone 01 635 5820
Fax 01 635 1120
Ripu Bevins
acca@independentcolleges.ie
Telephone 01 635 5813
Fax 01 635 1120

For more information or to view sample
tutorials online, visit our website at

www.independentcolleges.ie

Contact Us

Lectures in Cork are delivered from The Metropole
Hotel on MacCurtain Street.
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